
 

 
GENERAL DECLARATIONS 

 

The Lay Fraternities of St Dominic 
1. — § I – The Laity of St Dominic are those faithful who, baptised 
in the Catholic Church or received into her, confirmed and in full 
communion of faith, sacraments and ecclesiastical governance, are 
called by a special vocation to progress in the Christian way of life 
and to animate temporal things through the charism of St Dominic. 

§ II – To be incorporated into the Order of Preachers in whose 
apostolic mission they fully participate, the Laity of St Dominic 
make the promise according to the formula foreseen by the Rule. 
Entry to the lay branch of the Order, called the Lay Fraternities of St 
Dominic, subject to the Master and the other Major Superiors of the 
Order, is brought about only with this promise.1 

Other groups of Dominican Laity 

2. — § I – In addition to the Lay Fraternities of St Dominic, 
there are Priestly Fraternities and other Associations and 
Confraternities, governed by their own Statutes legitimately 
approved by the competent authority and by various titles attached to 
the Dominican Family. 

§ II – These Associations and Fraternities constitute a great and 
varied richness for the Church and the Dominican Family, and are 
to be greatly valued by all the members of the Lay Fraternities. 

§ III – The formula of the promise contained in the Rule of the 
Lay Fraternities of St Dominic approved by the Holy See is not to be 
used by other groups aggregated in any way to the Dominican 

                                                             
1 C.A. AZPIROZ COSTA, Dichiarazioni Generali circa la Regola della Fraternite Laiche 

di S. Domenico, 15-xi-2007 (hereinafter DG2007), I § 1. These footnotes do not form 
part of the promulgated General Declarations, but are to indicate the source of each 
declaration. 
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Family, unless the Master of the Order expressly permits otherwise.2 

Life of the Fraternities 

3. — The Rosary, by which the mind is raised up to the intimate 
contemplation of the mysteries of Christ through the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is a traditional devotion of the Order; therefore its daily 
recitation by the brothers and sisters of the Lay Fraternities of St 
Dominic is recommended.3 

Apostolate of the Fraternities 

4. — Members of the Fraternities are always to bear authentic 
witness to the mercy of Christ, in communion with the Church and 
the Order (cf. Rule, 5–7). To make public statements in the name of 
a Fraternity, or of the Dominican Laity more broadly, they require 
the authorisation of the competent authority in accordance with the 
Directory. 

Admission to the Fraternities 

5. — The Laity of St Dominic are always ascribed to a 
Fraternity, where possible that of their own canonical domicile or 
quasi-domicile, or are at least placed in stable contact with a member 
of the provincial or vicariate Council of the laity.4 

6. — § I. – The perpetual promise is preceded by at least one 
year of initial reception and by three years of temporary promise, 
documented in the registers kept for this purpose either by the local 
Fraternity or in the provincial archive.5 

§ II. – A candidate who has received an equivalent formation 
in the International Dominican Youth Movement may be dispensed 

                                                             
2 D. BYRNE, Declarationes generales regulæ fraternitatum laicalium Sancti Dominici, 16-

ii-1987 (hereinafter DG1987), 5; DG2007, I § 2. 
3 DG1987, 7. 
4 DG2007, I § 3. 
5 DG2007, I § 1. 
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from part of initial formation by the President of the Fraternity with 
the consent of the Council. In this case, at least one year of 
temporary promise is to precede perpetual promise.6 

7. — The faithful who live in particular situations because of 
which in the judgement of the Council of the Fraternity it is not 
prudent that they be admitted to the promise may nevertheless 
participate in the life of the Fraternity and its permanent formation, 
in a path of following Christ through the Dominican charism, 
without prejudice to the discipline and Magisterium of the Church.7 

The Law governing the Fraternities 

8. — § I – The Rule by which the Lay Fraternities of St 
Dominic are governed is the fundamental law for the Lay 
Fraternities of the whole world. 

§ II – The present General Declarations promulgated by the 
Master of the Order are expansions, explanations and interpretations 
of the Rule. 

§ III – The Provincial and National Directories, prepared by 
the Fraternities themselves and approved by the Master of the 
Order, are particular norms for the local fraternities and for their 
collaboration at provincial and national level.8 

9. — So that the brothers and sisters of the Lay Fraternities 
may fulfil their obligations “not as slaves under the law, but 
constituted as free people under grace” (St Augustine, Rule, 8; cf. 
Romans 6:14), we declare that transgressions against the Rule do not 
as such constitute moral fault.9 

10. — § I – The text of the Provincial Directory is to be agreed 
by the Provincial Council of the Laity. It is sent to the Prior 
Provincial, who transmits it, together with his opinion and that of 
                                                             

6 Proposal by the International Congress of Lay Fraternities of St Dominic, 
Fatima, 2018. 

7 DG2007, I § 4 
8 DG1987, 1. 
9 DG1987, 2. 
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his Council, to the Master of the Order for approval. 
§ II – In approving the Provincial Directory, the Master of the 

Order may also make amendments to particular norms. 
§ III – The approved Provincial Directory is promulgated by 

the Prior Provincial.10 
11. — Unless provision is made by the National Directory, the 

Provincial Directory must determine: 
1° the conditions for admission to a Fraternity; 
2° the time of probation and of profession of the promise, 

without prejudice to no. 6 above; 
3° the frequency of the Sacraments, and the prayers which the 

brothers and sisters of the Lay Fraternities are to raise to God; 
4° the frequency of the meetings of the Fraternities and the 

form of their celebration, and also the frequency of spiritual 
conferences; 

5° the internal constitution of each Fraternity and of the 
Fraternities of the Province as a whole; 

6° the manner of proceeding for the election of officials, 
without prejudice to norms of the Rule and these Declarations; 

7° the manner and limits of dispensation, without prejudice to 
no. 13 below; 

8° suffrages for deceased brothers and sisters of the Lay 
Fraternities, and for the whole Order.11 

12. — § I – Where several Provinces are present in the territory 
of a single nation, there may also be a National Directory. The 
National Directory provides norms for national structures of the 
Laity of St Dominic. It may also provide norms for Provinces and 
Fraternities, although a Provincial Directory may derogate from 
norms of the National Directory. 

§ II – The text of the National Directory is to be agreed by the 
Provincial Councils of the Laity of the provinces concerned. It is to 

                                                             
10 DG1987, 1; DG2007, II § 1. 
11 DG1987, 6. 
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be transmitted to the Master of the Order for approval together with 
the opinions of the Priors Provincial concerned and their Councils. 

§ III – In approving the National Directory, the Master of the 
Order may also make amendments to particular norms. 

§ IV – The approved National Directory is promulgated by the 
President of the national committee of Priors Provincial, if there is 
one, or else by the Master of the Order.12 

13. — § I – The superiors of the Order and the presidents of 
the Fraternities do not have the authority to dispense from divine 
law or the universal law of the Church. 

§ II – A dispensation always requires a just and reasonable cause 
(cf. can. 90 § 1). Norms which define essentially constitutive 
elements of an institute or act are not subject to dispensation (cf. 
can. 86). 

§ III – Only the Master of the Order may dispense all Lay 
Dominicans from a norm of the Rule. 

§ IV – The Prior Provincial may dispense individual fraternities 
from a norm of the Rule or the Directory, even without limit of time. 

§ V – The President of the Fraternity may legitimately dispense 
from a norm of the Rule or the Directory in individual cases and for 
a determined time.13 

14. — The Prior Provincial has the power to sanate invalid acts 
of the Fraternity, especially concerning admission to profession of 
the promise.14 

Government of the Fraternity 

15. — § I – Unless the Directory determines otherwise, the 
President and Council of the Fraternity are elected by the members 
of that Fraternity who have made at least the temporary promise. 

§ II – To be elected President, a member must have made the 

                                                             
12 DG1987, 1; DG2007, II § 1. 
13 DG2007, III. 
14 DG1987, 4. 
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perpetual promise. 
16. — § I – In accordance with art. 21(c) of the Rule, the 

Religious Assistant is to be a religious (“brother or sister”) of the 
Order. If it is impossible to appoint a suitable Dominican religious 
as Assistant to a fraternity, the Prior Provincial may dispense from 
this requirement and appoint another suitably-qualified person to 
assist the members in doctrinal matters and the spiritual life in the 
Dominican tradition.15 

§ II – A religious or cleric who is not under the jurisdiction of 
the Prior Provincial cannot validly be appointed Assistant without 
the written consent of his or her major superior. For a secular cleric 
this consent is given by his Ordinary.16 

Government of the Fraternities in the Province 

17. — § I – The Directory determines the manner of electing 
the Provincial President and the Provincial Council of the Laity. 

§ II – To be elected Provincial President, a member must have 
made the perpetual promise. 

18. — § I – In accordance with art. 20(b) of the Rule, the 
Provincial Promoter is to be a religious (“brother or sister”) of the 
Order. Dispensation from this requirement is reserved to the Master 
of the Order. 

§ II – One who is not under the jurisdiction of the Prior 
Provincial cannot validly be appointed Provincial Promoter without 
the written consent of his or her major superior and a signed 
agreement between the Prior Provincial and the Promoter.17 

§ III – The term of office of the Provincial Promoter is four 
years. He or she may not serve for more than two consecutive terms. 

§ IV – Although the Provincial Promoter has the full right to 
participate in meetings of the Lay Provincial Council, he or she does 

                                                             
15 DG2007, V. 
16 ACG Trogir (2013), 187; Bologna (2016), 345. 
17 DG2007, IV § 2. 
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not enjoy active or passive voice in any organ of the Lay 
Fraternities.18 

Elections 

19. — § I – Except where these Declarations or the Directory 
make other provision, elections among the Laity of St Dominic take 
place in accordance with cann. 119, 1° and 164–183. 

§ II – Unless the Directory determines otherwise, there may be 
up to three scrutinies in an election. An absolute majority is required 
for election in the first or second scrutiny. If there have been two 
inconclusive scrutinies, a vote is to be taken between the two 
candidates with the greatest number of votes or, if there are more 
than two, between the two senior by first promise in the Lay 
Fraternities. After a third inconclusive scrutiny, that person is 
deemed elected who is senior by first promise in the Lay Fraternities. 

Separation from the Lay Fraternities 

20. — § I – At the expiry of the temporary promise, if it is not 
renewed, a member is free to depart from the Lay Fraternities. 

§ II – During the time of the temporary promise, or after 
making the perpetual promise, a member is not to seek an indult to 
depart from the Lay Fraternities except for a grave reason weighed 
before God and with the assistance of fellow members. In the 
presence of such a reason, a motivated request is to be presented to 
the President of the Fraternity, who is to forward it to the Prior 
Provincial together with his/her own opinion and that of the 
Council of the Fraternity. 

§ III – The Prior Provincial is competent to grant an indult of 
departure from the Lay Fraternities. Once the indult is notified in 
writing to the member concerned, he or she is dispensed from the 
promise and the requirement to observe the particular law of the Lay 

                                                             
18 DG2007, IV § 3. 
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Fraternities of St Dominic.19 
21. — § I – Besides the situations mentioned in canon 316 § 1, 

a member who has made the temporary or perpetual promise may 
be dismissed for one of the following offences: 

1° grave violation of the Rule or of the Directory; 
2° causing grave public scandal among the faithful. 
§ II – In the cases mentioned in § I, the President of the 

Fraternity is first to warn the member formally in writing. 
§ III – If the warning is not heeded, the President with the 

consent of the Council of the Fraternity may ask the Prior Provincial 
to dismiss the member. In the situations mentioned in can. 316 § 1 
the President must ask the Prior Provincial to dismiss the member. 

§ IV – If the Prior Provincial, having afforded the member the 
opportunity to present a defence, judges the dismissal to be 
warranted, he issues a written decree of dismissal. 

§ V – The decree of dismissal, once legitimately notified in 
writing to the member, brings about the cessation of rights and 
obligation deriving from the promise, and extends to all Lay 
Fraternities of St Dominic. 

§ VI – Hierarchical recourse to the Master of the Order against 
a decree of dismissal is always possible.20 

22. — § I – A member who has obtained an indult of departure 
from the Lay Fraternities and who subsequently seeks to be 
reincorporated in any Fraternity must follow the formation process 
again. The member’s perpetual promise can be received only with 
the permission of the Prior Provincial with the consent of the 
Council of the member’s new Fraternity. The promise and admission 
of one who keeps silent about a previous indult of departure is 
invalid.21 

§ II – One who has been dismissed from the Lay Fraternities, 

                                                             
19 DG2007, VI § 1. 
20 DG2007, VII §§ 1 and 3; can. 316 § 1. 
21 DG2007, VI § 2. 
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after careful evaluation of his or her condition of life and with 
certainty of amendment, may be re-admitted under the same 
conditions as in § I.22 

 
 

 

                                                             
22 DG2007, VII § 2. 



 


